
No not us, our alpacas! As mentioned in the January newsletter we obtained some grey 
males that will be bred to all of our females this year. We have a partial interest in 2 males 
(a suri and huacaya) who will be standing stud at our farm through the fall of 2009 and 
have purchased another huacaya who is currently standing stud in Indiana until the fall of 
2009. We will use him for breeding our huacaya females in 2010. The Huacaya that we 
currently have is ñOur Peruvian Navigatorò. He is 3/8 accoyo and is dark rose grey in 
color. He has  very dense fleece with a micron of 20.6. He has won 1st place in both halter 
shows and fleece spin-offs. We will use him to add the accoyo lineage to our farm, as well 
as his grey genetics, and improvements to our females crias.  We will also be selling breed-
ings to him. 

The Suri that we have is ñSilver Bulletôs Peruvian Forestò. He has won nine 1st places, in-
cluding the 2007 AOBA Nationals. He is dark rose grey and his genetics include Peruvian 
Silver Bullet. He has produced only females to date and the fiber of the crias have im-
proved as compared to the mother. Just as with Navigator, we will use him to improve our 
lineage, color, genetics, and crias. We are limited on the number of breedings to Forest, so 
if you are interested contact us soon. 

The last male that we have is ñEdmunton Prairie Royaleò. He is Light Silver Grey and also 
has won awards. He has only Grey in his genetics. He is 5 years old and his fleece is dense, 
has a micron of 23.3 and is uniformly grey with just a few black spots. He is currently in 
Indiana until late fall, but we will be selling his breedings, as well as using him in 2010. 

Weôre Going Grey!!! 

Meet Halle Berry 
No not the actress, the alpaca! Halle Berry is a female suri that we also recently bought. 
She is bay black and is 1/8 accoyo, 1/8 alianza, and a proven mom. She has very good ge-
netics, including Uribe. She is bred to award winning GT Peruvian Black Mist with genet-
ics that include 4Peruvian Condor and 4Peruvian Magnifico and has mostly grey or black 
in his background. We wanted to add color to our farm on the suri side, as well as the po-
tential for grey.  Currently we have only Beige, Fawn, and Brown Suriôs. We think that 
Halle will do this for us, including adding some accoyo genetics. 
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§ The Southern Select Alpaca 

show is March 7 & 8 in Shel-

byville, TN. Come and see us 

and all of the other alpaca 

breeders at the show. Admis-

sion is FREE! 

§ You can repair a cracked /

split toenail by using super 

glue. 

§ Shearing time will be here in 

a few months. Time to start 

making arrangements. 

§ We are members of the Ten-

nessee Alpaca Association. 

Visit the website at 

www.tnalpaca.org 
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We have named our newest cria born on December 28th as Vintage Roadster. We selected 
this name as his mothers name is Rodie, and he is a close duplicate of her (Rodies Road-
ster). She is ñvery regalò and we wanted a name that adds some of the regal character. That 
is where we added the Vintage to the Roadster. We are either going to call him Vinnie or 
Roadster for short. He is doing well and has been gaining weight steadily. You can see his 
picture on our website, when you open up Rodies information page. 
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A name for our cria 



Featured Alpaca(s) 

Happenings at the Ranch 

Our featured alpacas this 
time are the new grey males, 
Navigator, Forest, Eddie and 
our new female, Halle. We 
will have Navigator and For-
est through the fall of 2009, 
at which time we will be 
bringing Eddie to our farm 
full time. Information for 
each is on page 1 and can 
also be found on our website. 
You are always welcome to 
come and visit our alpacas 
anytime. 

With it being the middle of winter and no crias due until next month, things have slowed down here. We are preparing 
our taxes and making plans for the rest of the year. 

We are still getting ready for the Southern Select Alpaca show on March 6 & 7 in Shelbyville, Tennessee. We have sent in 
our registration paperwork and are working with the animals so they will be used to being handled by the judges. 

Our first newsletter has received positive responses. We hope you continue to enjoy it and remember that you can opt out 
by letting us know. The next one will include any show results from the Southern Select show. We hope to win some 
awards and to see you there. Make it a point to stop by our stall and say hi! 

Page 2  An informational newsletter published by Hidden Gem Ranch  

Dennis & Melissa McFail     Additional information, including photos and prices may be found at:  WWW.HIDDENGEMRANCH.COM  

Navigator Forest 

Halle Eddie 

Alpacas and the cold weather 
It may be too late for this information, but due to the recent cold spell, it is important. Alpaca fleece is warmer than wool, 
but the animal can still get cold. It is important to provide adequate shelter when the temperatures are consistently below 
20 degrees. If possible, keep them in an enclosed area (barn) during the night. We only have 2 & 3 sided shelters at our 

farm. We noticed that some of 
our females were getting cold. 
Our solution was to give them 
coats! Just like a cria coat, we 
made adult size coats and put 
our girls in them. They are 
cheap and easy to make and we 
are going to make some out of 
alpaca felt for our babies. If you 
would be interested in a pat-
tern or purchasing one, give us 
a call or send an email. 


