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Interesting items  

Alpacas can be insured against 
loss . 

General guidelines  suggest that 
you  can have 6 -8 alpacas per 
acre of land.  

Alpacas usually ñcushò while in 
transit and can be easily 
transported in a mini -van.  

Alpacas are considered 
livestock, and as a breeder, 
ther e may be additional tax 
advantages  available. Refer to 
you r tax advisor for info.  

 

 

Visit us on our website:  

www.hiddengemranch.com  

 

 

Meet Us 
We have been publishing this 

newsletter since the beginning of 

the year as a source of information 

for our customers, but since it is 

also distributed to members of the 

SEAA, we thought that it was time 

to introduce ourselves. 

We are Dennis and Melissa McFail 

and we started our alpaca adventure 

in December 2006. We have 3 

children (Sherry 21, Alex 16, and 

Brian 8) and live on 9 acres in Coalmont, Tennessee. Dennis works full 

time assessing quality, environmental, health & safety systems and travels 

all of North America, spending an average of 200 nights a year ñon the 

roadò. Melissa is the farm manager and mother ñextraordinaireò running the 

home and alpaca business. Our philosophy is to ñAdvance Americaôs 

Herdò, which translates into improving alpacas through breeding and 

educating the public about these animals. This in turn will help spread the 

awareness of the animal and its fiber, with the intent of supporting the 

industry. Our involvement with the alpaca industry includes attending 

various seminars, participating in shows, and promoting the alpaca. We are 

members of AOBA (alpaca owners and breeders association), SEAA 

(southeast alpaca association), TAA (Tennessee alpaca association), and the 

TLC (Tennessee llama community). We offer both huacaya and suri alpacas 

in a range of color, quality, and price. Customer service is the basis of our 

business and we offer many options including creative financing, 

transportation, agisting, & breed-backs. We can usually be reached when a 

need arises and will return your phone call or email as quickly as possible. 

Our prices are fair and reasonable. Customers and visitors have commented 

on our prices, service, and selection. Visit our website for all of our 

financing options and guarantees, as well as current prices. 

 

 

http://www.hiddengemranch.com/


Upcoming activites  
 

 

National Alpaca Farm 

W eekend  
September 26 - 27 everywhere  

 
 

Next issue  
 

What Melissa learned  at the 
reproductive se minar  

 

Plans for National Alpaca Days  

 

Fall breeding  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

www. hiddengemranch.com  

Alpacas and the economy 
From our point of view alpacas are still a very good 

investment. As mentioned in earlier newsletters, our 

alpacas continue to grow and multiply  in value 

(fleece and crias) and can be insured against loss. 

There have been articles written stating that it is a 

buyers market and we agree. In last months 

newsletter we stated that we bought 6 alpacas. We 

wouldnôt be buying if we didnôt believe this to be true. We had sold 10 

animals so far this year which has surpassed all of last year.  

 

The prices of alpacas have come down slightly over the past 2 years, but the 

average prices (males & females) at the National Alpaca show & auction 

was $12812 for huacayaôs and $11437 for suriôs. In addition, many farms 

are providing additional incentives to sell their animals. We at Hidden Gem 

Ranch provide up to 2 years free financing and 2 breed-backs for our 

females. There is currently a promotion going on where you can save even 

more money for a short time (see last months newsletter). 

 

This is an excellent time to get into or expand in the alpaca industry as the 

market is still expected to grow and prices have adjusted with the economy. 

It is a good time to either begin or add to your herd! We have a variety of 

huacayaôs and suriôs in all colors and price ranges for you to choose from. 

We encourage you to investigate alpacas and invite you to our farm for a 

visit.  

Happening at the Ranch 
Things have slowed down a little now that we are getting into the summer 

months. We continue to do the farm chores which have gotten a little easier 

with the purchase of a pasture vac. We took some time off over the 4
th
 of 

July as we had some family visiting us and seeing the alpacas ñup closeò for 

the first time. We participated in two local 4
th
 of July parades and had a 

great time. We are working on our fleeces and determining which shows to 

participate in for the rest of this year. Melissa is going to attend a 

reproductive seminar in Knoxville at the end of the month to increase our 

knowledge of these fine animals and we will pass along any new 

information in the next newsletter. Preparations are beginning for national 

alpaca weekend at the end of September. We are looking for a Suri herdsire 

to ñtradeò breedings with. We can trade either a Suri or Huacaya herdsire. 
 

Featured alpaca(s) 
This monthôs featured alpacas are the crias born in the months of May and 

June (photos on next page). Romeoôs Juliet was born on May 3
rd

,  Serafina 

was born on May 7
th
,  Ember was born on May 19

th
, Willow was born on 

May 20
th
, and Pattyôs as yet unnamed female cria was born on July 19

th
 . 

Contact us or visit if you would like more information or are interested in a 

mother/cria package. 



  
http://www.alpacafarmgirl.com/2009/07/troublesome-

trinity-the-fly-paper/ 
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Olajuwonôs Serafina 

 

Ember 
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