
  

 

HIDDEN GEM 
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June 2010   An informational newsletter published by Hidden Gem Ranch Alpacas 

In This Issue 

¶ Summertime 

¶ Happenings at the Ranch 

¶ Featured Alpaca(s) 

¶ Interesting items 

 

Now is a great time to stock up 

your farm store. Get ready for 

National Alpaca Farm Days 

before the rush.  

 

Be sure your alpacas have free 

access to minerals and also 

provide them with electrolyte-

enriched water. It encourages 

them to drink more on hot 

summer days. 

 

Alpacas love ñbelly bathsò! 

Every day in summer we hose 

down their legs and bellies to 

cool them off. Afterwards they 

roll in the dirt to form a cool 

layer of mud on their fleece. The 

mud helps keep flies off also. 

 

 

 

Upcoming activites 
 
 

 

Summertime 
Summer has arrived. Days are 

longer, school is out, the shearing is 

done, and the spring crias are 

pronking around the pastures. What 

do we do now? We learn and plan 

for next year! We can evaluate our 

spring crias to determine how our 

breeding program is working. We 

can continue to work with halter 

training and select our fall show 

lineup. We can have our fleece 

processed. We can even take 

vacation! Combining your vacation 

with business allows you to take some time off, increase your knowledge, 

and give you a tax advantage as a business trip. Consider going to shows, 

classes, or farm visits. You can claim a portion of the travel, food, and 

lodging expenses for business use and while you are there, you can take 

some time off from the farm chores. 

 

Happening at the Ranch 
Bella gave birth to a black girl (Isabella) on May 7

th
, Vanity gave birth to a 

brown boy on May 17, and Lucy (the llama) gave birth to a male on May 

11. We participated in the Animal Alliance of South Cumberlandôs annual 

yard sale on May 22nd. Melissa went to the Tennessee Fiber Festival held 

on May 28-30 and increased her knowledge, as well as meeting more 

people and contacts. The kidsô last day of school was May 26
th
 ï maybe we 

can put them to work!! We are planning on participating in the local 4
th
 of 

July parade next month. 

 

 

 

 



National Alpaca Farm Days 

September 25 & 26 
  
 
 

Next issue 
 
Do it yoursel f and save some money  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

alpacas@hiddengemranch.com 

Our Website  

www.hiddengemranch.com  

Featured alpaca(s) 
Continuing with our theme from last month, we are featuring Vanity Fair 

and her crias from this year and last. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vanity Fair is the last daughter of Ricardo who has passed. She has very 

fine fleece and passes color from the sire. 

mailto:alpacas@hiddengemranch.com
http://www.hiddengemranch.com/


 
Trinity is Vanityôs first cria, a MacGyver granddaughter and is ready to 

breed. Her fleece averages 22 microns! She is very easy to work with and a 

farm favorite. 

 

 

Born on May 17, 2010. This (as yet unnamed) boyôs father is Peruvian 

Forest owned by Zenith Alpacas who has won 10 blue ribbons, including 

AOBA nationals. We expect big things from this guy. 

 



 
 

While youôre out enjoying the summer be sure and stop by and see us. We 

love spending time with fellow alpaca folks.  

 

 

 

                                        Dennis & Melissa McFail 

Hidden Gem Ranch 

464 S. Industrial Park Rd. 

Coalmont, TN 37313 
WWW.HIDDENGEMRANCH.COM 

 

Unsubscribe  

  

http://www.hiddengemranch.com/
mailto:alpacas@hiddengemranch.com?subject=Please%20unsubscribe%20me%20from%20the%20newsletter

